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Russell says, the ardent advocate of repeal, but he
consented for a time to withdraw the question from the
region of practical politics. He gained nothing for
himself, but he secured a period of comparative tran-
quillity for Ireland, notwithstanding the miscarriage of
the legislation proposed by the Whigs. This period was
turned to the best account by the genius of Thomas
Drummond, who became Under-Secretary to the Lord
Lieutenant on the return of the Whigs to office.
O'Connell loyally supported the Whigs until it became
clear that they were powerless to give effect to their
part of the understanding. When they fell it was not
by his defection, but by their loss of popularity in
England, a loss occasioned mainly by their incapacity
in legislation and administration. " Nor did I everjee
occasion," says Lord John^Kussell, "to complain of
O'ConnelTs^conduct. He confined hisgppositibn ISrlyto
He never countenanced the Canadian

Catholics in their disaffection,                       .

to   hsrcaOorce, nor used trades' unions as a means of

discord and separa^n^among classes."
Another preliminary skirmish in which the Whigs
were again successful preceded the final assualt. Peel
had endeavoured to meet some of the Nonconformists'
grievances by his Dissenters' Marriage Bill. But the
Whigs were prepared to go further. They could not
hope to overcome the resistance of the House of Lords
to a measure for the admission of Dissenters to Oxford
and Cambridge. But they could and did press for the
issue of a charter of incorporation conferring the right
to grant degrees without sectarian restrictions upon the
London University, at that time represented by